NEWSLETTER 


June 22, 1969 on the north slope of the blue mountains 27 people 
met with a common interest in organizing a homophile movement 
in the Lehigh Valley area. Drawing from a 60 mile radius we 
had persons attending from north to Scranton, south to Lansdale, 
and east to New Jersey. 


Organization, Organization! The madness of it all. 


It is apparent that all of you at this meeting recognize a very 
basic goal and at the same time are aware of the vast difficulty 
of the group “getting off the ground”. We will probably accomp- 
lish much of our goal by trial and error and hopefully through 
patience and tenacity become an effective group or facet in the 
national homophile movement. Our next meeting, thanks to our 
host and his kind hospitality, will be at the same location on 
Sunday, July 20th at 2:00 p.m. 

Ron Seeds was elected as director “pro tem.”. A secretary and 
newsletter editor was designated until we are functioning. Of 
the 27 persons present, 15 accepted charter membership and a 
token dues was collected as well as liberal donations in money, 
time and energy. It was obvious that a multitude of organiza- 
tional problems and detail face us. Probably the first most prac- 
tical step will be to elect a committee to establish a constitution 
and by-laws so that our common goal is systematically estab- 
lished. In order to accomplish this, we will hopefully select the 
best able, most efficient and rational men among ourselves. Your 
ideas and thoughts are requested on this point and will be con- 
sidered valuable to our mutual effort. 


TO MATTACHINE OR NOT TO MATTACHINE? 
(Is That the Question?) 


The question of becoming a chapter, affiliate or associate of the 
Mattachine Society of New York (hereafter referred to as the 
Society) was discussed at the June meeting. Below listed is a 
brief resume of the by-laws of the Society regarding its chapters, 
affiliates and associates. The resume is by necessity and nature 
faulty, however copies of the text will be submitted upon your 
request. 


CHAPTERS: 


Policy is that self supporting chapters utilizing the Society’s in- 
fluence and services are preferred to small chapters, rather than 
competing and ineffectual organizations. A nuculeus of 15 people 
of serious interest is required. All chapters shall act in accordance 
with the policies of the Society with the understanding that the 
purpose of this requirement is to obtain general unity, rather 
than absolute conformity. Chapters are to be autonomous, (com- 


pletely operated by themselves). An elected coordinator or rep- 
resentative would serve as liason between the Society and the 
chapter. Each chapter will require a constitution and by-laws 
reflecting a democratic method. Membership in chapters shall 
be open to anyone eligible. Chapter members shall be members 
of the Society at half of their membership fees. All members 
will receive the Society’s newsletter and other pertinent infor- 
mation. Chapters have absolute power in local affairs. May 
annual meetings shall be annual conventions of the chapters. 
Chapters may be suspended or removed from the Society if the 
chapter so desires by a vote of its membership. 


AFFILIATION: 


Out of state chapters will be encouraged to eventually become 
independent of the Society and become affiliates who share 
common goals. Affiliation with other homophile or social-service 
organizations is not restricted. Affiliates differ from chapters and 
associations in that all parties remain independent and autono- 
mous, and affiliates are not necessarily expected to share all of 
the Society’s policies, nor to become an actual part of the society. 
Affiliation may be terminated by either the Society or the 
affiliate. 


ASSOCIATION: 


A Mattachine Association is a group of members of the Society 
living too far from its headquarters to participate in the organi- 
zations regular activities but would actively like to achive the 
Society’s goals, meet for discussions, raise funds, and otherwise 
contribute to the welfare of the Society. A group of 10 active 
members is required for charter application. All members must 
be dues paying members of the Society. Activities of Mattachine 
associations shall be limited to the holding of discussions and 
forums, sponsoring fund-raising activities, providing counseling 
and referrals, acting as ‘watch-dogs’ for violations of civil liber- 
ties ... bringing them to the attention of the nearest chapter of 
Society for action. An association charter may be suspended or 
revoked by the parent group. 


It seems that the choice of chapter, affiliation or association is a 
complex one and that once we have our constitution and by-laws 
established we will be in better position to elect a committee to 
formulate such a decision. Such a committee would present its 
findings to the general membership for vote. In the meantime 
the subject should be food for thought to each individual mem- 
ber and discussion among ourselves. Again, each individual’s 
points-of-view are essential and vital for getting this foundation 
firmly established. 


v.171 to be exact 


Our “newsletter” is orphaned, nameless and wants to identify 
with something. It’s your bag, feed it. Your contributions are 
not only solicited but desperately needed. Among our group 
there must be a wealth of literary talent, whether it be in the 
form of prose, verse, art or services. Who among us is available 
for ocassional bits of simple art work or cartooning for the news- 
letter? How about you poets? Don’t depreciate your possible 
contributions. A bit of gay humor hopefully will add to the 
color of our newsletter. How about anecdotes? Factual stories? 
Your newsletter should offer a media of expression for you. That 
is part of its purpose. We hope to do an impressive job with 
the aid of your talents. 


CLEARING HOUSE 


All correspondence for any reason should be submitted to Mr. 
Ron Seeds, P.O. Box 1003, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 
18018. 


HISTORICAL EXAMPLE OF DEDICATION 


Albrecht Durer, German painter, draughtsman and engraver 1471- 
1528 was a rarity among the famous because he obtained fame, 
success and notoriety while he was yet living. In his youth he 
established and maintained a close relationship with Willibard 
Pirkheimer. They dedicated themselves to each other’s interests 
and as struggling and youthful artists found that both would not 
be able to accomplish their goals without one of them doing 
economically rewarding work. Pirkheimer offered himself since 
he was an accomplished mason. The years rolled by and Durer 
became alarmingly successful. One day Durer turned to Pirk- 
heimer and suggested, “Now that we needn’t worry about econ- 
omics, you can be free from the hard work of a mason and follow 
your artistic pursuits, complete freedom to do as you wish, paint 
all day if you like.” After reflecting, Pirkheimer, turned to Durer 
with his hands outstretched and simply replied, “These are the 
hands of a mason.” 
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Overheard in a bar: “Darling, your tiara is slipping”. 
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S-finks 


The numerous ways of the camel 

Are much stranger than anyone thinks— 
In moments of uncontrolled passion, 

He tries to make love to the Sphinx! 


Now, the Sphinx’s posterior entry 

Is closed by the sands of the Nile. 

Which accounts for the hump on the camel, 
And the Sphinx’s inscrutable smile! 


